
 

New Employee Biographies 2024-2025                                                           

Kegan Babick is excited to form authentic relationships with his students while sharing his passion 
for strength training and his belief that lessons learned inside the weight room can carry one 
through life experiences that occur far outside the gym. Kegan is looking forward to entering the 
mission-focused environment that Wheaton Academy has established and joining alongside the 
extraordinary work being done for Christ and His kingdom. Kegan recently graduated from 
Wheaton College, receiving his B.S. in Applied Science while competing on the football team. 
Kegan’s hobbies include fitness, surfing, traveling, cooking, finding great food, and even better 
coffee. 

Frank Della Torre ’12 is thrilled to return to Wheaton Academy now as a teacher in the Bible 
Department and is eager to help students learn of the joy and peace that is found in knowing the 
God who has revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ. Frank brings a wealth of educational experience, 
earning his B.A. in Philosophy from Wheaton College and his M.A. in Theological Studies from 
Princeton Seminary. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate in Theology & Ethics from Baylor University. 
Frank and his wife, Annie (Scholes ’13), thoroughly enjoy their busy life with their two-year-old son, 
Frankie, and their newborn twins, Sam and Jack.  

Tom Findysz is a new member of our Science Department and is excited to be able to share the 
wonders of Creation with students so that they might be inspired to worship. Tom deeply enjoys 
science, philosophy, and theology. Tom desires to learn constantly; as he is, he continues to be blown 
away at the beauty of God displayed in everything he knows. In addition to all things science, Tom 
enjoys hobbies such as reading, woodworking, cooking, writing, board games (particularly the 
ancient game of Go or 囲碁), painting, collecting and documenting insects, and occasionally playing 
some sports.  

Doug Hardy began his full-time role as Director of Development on August 1. As a Mock Trial and 
Fishing Club co-leader, Doug is a familiar face around Wheaton Academy. He and his wife, Wendy, 
are the parents of three recent graduates: Sam ’14 (Eaden Bond ’14), Owen ’18, and Anne Camille ’19 
(Ben Thorson ‘19), and proud grandparents of Abel and Norris. Doug is excited to embark on this 
career change, bringing years of law experience. Doug believes deeply in the mission of Wheaton 
Academy and is honored by the opportunity to make his love for it tangible to others. 

Olivia Harrington joins our English Department and is looking forward to teaching students to view 
literature as a lens through which they can learn more about God's truth and His design for their 
lives. She is also passionate about helping students develop a love of good stories and become 
critical thinkers, readers, and writers. Olivia recently graduated from Maranatha Baptist University, 
earning her B.A. in English Education; in her free time, she loves reading, hiking, playing piano, and 
drinking coffee.  

Hannah Nelson is excited to share her passion for ceramics and literature with the students at 
Wheaton Academy in a Christ-centered culture. Hannah is a 2020 Wheaton College graduate, 
earning her B.A. in Studio Art and English and then her M.A. from Moody Theological Seminary. 
During her studies at the Seminary, she was blessed to serve at St. Philemon’s in Liverpool, England, 
for a summer internship through Transatlantic Theological Training. She was so grateful for the 
opportunity to learn from authentic believers, serve various ages and nationalities, and train in 
discipleship and biblical counseling. She loves being out in nature, in any coffee shop, at home, or in 
a creative space with others.  



Hanna Newman is excited to bring her passion, experience, and talents to our Marketing 
Department. She earned her B.A. in Communications from Wheaton College in 2017 and her M.A. in 
Strategic Communication in 2019. For the past five years, Hanna has worked in nonprofit marketing, 
mostly on capital campaigns and marketing for development. Hanna just got married over the 
summer to her husband, Tyler. They have a cat named Mayday, who is their pride and joy! Hanna 
loves to cook and refinish furniture, and she runs a side business that does marketing consulting 
and creative work with her husband. 

Jeanne Nielson is thrilled to be back at Wheaton Academy to co-teach a Strength and Conditioning 
class for girls. Jeanne is passionate about equipping students to feel comfortable in a weight room 
and seeing the lifelong benefits of strength and conditioning.  In her free time, Jeanne loves being 
active--- running, lifting, walking with a friend, pickleball, and more. She also enjoys reading, 
learning, and cheering her kids on at sports or school activities. Currently, Jeanne is working as an 
Assistant Women's Soccer Coach and Strength and Conditioning Coach at Wheaton College, where 
she is also working on her M.A. in Sports Leadership.  

Skylar Pearcy joins the Wheaton Academy faculty as a Video Production Teacher. Skylar is excited 
to teach students how to point others to Christ through the media they produce. Skylar is a 2023 
graduate of Wheaton College, earning his B.A. in Bible and Theology and Communication and his 
M.A. in Leadership while playing football and running on the track team. As a self-described Star 
Wars nerd, Skylar enjoys all things Star Wars, even making replica props from the Star Wars 
universe!   

Timi Rankin is a familiar face around Wheaton Academy as a WA parent and now joins the team in 
the Athletic Department. She is excited about getting to know the coaches, athletes, and their 
families at Wheaton Academy better. She loves being a part of a community at Wheaton Academy, 
where Christ is at the center of all that is done to equip the next generation. She looks forward to 
working with long-time friends at Wheaton Academy and making new friends! In her spare time, 
Timi enjoys serving at her local church, gardening, bike riding, Pilates, spending as much time as 
possible with her sweet family, and being at the beach! 

Jade Strong comes to us from Westminster Christian School and enthusiastically joins our English 
Department. She thoroughly enjoys creative writing and would love to be a published author 
someday! She also enjoys acting, singing, reading, and researching history (family genealogy, 
interesting historical fun facts/stories, etc.). She had the pleasure of co-directing Westminster 
Christian School's production of 12 Angry Jurors last year. Jade looks forward to exploring literature 
with her students and is very glad to be a part of the Wheaton Academy community.  

Bob Ward returns to Wheaton Academy this year and is excited to work with students who are 
working to perfect their English Language skills. Bob brings years of teaching experience, with most 
of his time spent at Stevenson High School just before coming to Wheaton Academy last year. His 
interests and hobbies are reading, working out, traveling, continuing his education, and everything 
related to Irish culture, Irish History, and Irish Literature. 

Hannah Young ‘20 is excited to return to Wheaton Academy to support the Wheaton Academy 
Institute through her designs as they reach students and educators in our community, across the 
country, and around the world! Hannah is a 2024 graduate from Grove City College with a B.A. in 
English and a minor in Graphic Design. Hannah finds joy in combining her writing and visual art 
skills in the world of Graphic Design and Marketing. In her free time, Hannah loves to draw and 
paint, curl up with a good book, and spend time with her family.  

 

 


